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The time of your life 

Ecclesiastes 3:1–4:4 

9am Walgett and 3.30pm Colly Sunday 13 May 2018 

1. There is a time for everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1–11) 

Sixty’s rock band The Byrds sang in their protest song ‘Turn! Turn! Turn!’ 

To Everything (Turn, Turn, Turn) 

There is a season (Turn, Turn, Turn) 

And a time to every purpose, under Heaven 

 

A time to be born, a time to die 

A time to plant, a time to reap 

A time to kill, a time to heal 

A time to laugh, a time to weep 

 …A time for peace, I swear it’s not too late. 

And then the Opposition Leader Bill Shorten had a go when ‘same sex marriage’ was 

introduced as law on Thursday 7 December 2018 in Parliament… 

‘It is written: there is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 

heavens. There is a time to be born, a time to plant, a time to heal, a time to build, a 

time to laugh, a time to dance, a time to embrace, a time to love, and now at last a 

time for marriage equality!’ 

You can see where both The Byrds and Bill Shorten took their words from; it’s our Bible 

reading, Ecclesiastes 3. 

But can you also see how they both completely misunderstood what Ecclesiastes 3 is saying? 

The teacher, who wrote Ecclesiastes, is saying, ‘There is a time for everything, and a season 

for every activity under the heavens’ but we cannot change the seasons of life. None of us get 

to decide our times. Only God can control the seasons of life under the sun. 

We can’t ‘Turn! Turn! Turn!’ to make seasons change, despite what the Byrds sang. And we 

can’t choose to pick the seasons we like and avoid the ones we don’t like, despite what Bill 

Shorten misquoted in Parliament. 

That’s the point of Ecclesiastes. God is God, we are not. You can’t change God’s plans, but 

our job is to live wisely in these times. 

Come down to verse 10 to see that! 

I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. He has made everything beautiful in 

its time. He has set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done 

from beginning to end. 

God is God, we are not. He controls the times, we can’t. And the reason he does that is in 

verse 14: 

I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing 

taken from it. God does it so that people will fear him. 

Tragically, our world won’t accept this. Our world believes we decide the times. But the 

teacher of Ecclesiastes wants us to know these are God’s times. Not ours. He decides. 

Our job is to live wisely in these times. 
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That will mean enjoying the seasons as a gift from God, as we heard last week and we see 

again in verses 12 and 13. It will mean living in wise relationship with God; that is, 

recognising: God is God, we are not. 

It will mean living in light of eternity, fixing our eyes on what is unseen, not just what we see 

under the sun in this world. 

It will also mean having the wisdom to know what is true, but also what is wise to say at the 

right time! 

At a funeral someone might say, ‘Cheer up, they’re in heaven now!’ That might be true, but 

is it the wise thing to say at that time? There is a time to weep and and a time to mourn. 

Saying to someone, ‘You’re getting old, aren’t you!?’ That might be the right thing to say to 

a young a kid who loves to think they are getting big, but would it be the wise thing to say to 

an adult? That would be unwise!!!! 

As Christians we have to live wisely in these times. 

A quick side point, I (Tory) often preach Ecclesiastes 3 at funerals. At a funeral we are 

reminded more than any other time that God controls our times. On many occasions after the 

service someone has come up to me and said, ‘That was a lovely service. But there isn’t “a 

time for hate,” or “a time for war”… is there? You didn’t really mean that, did you?’ 

There is a time to hate. There is a time for war. When we see injustices in the world – 

governments killing their own people, genocide, children and the vulnerable being mistreated 

- then it is right to act against this. There is a time to hate and even a time to go to war against 

injustices. It would be unloving to stand back and do nothing. 

 

2. A time to judge every deed (Ecclesiastes 3:15–22) 

The teacher in Ecclesiastes also wants us to grasp another truth so that we live wisely in these 

times. Come to verse 16: 

And I saw something else under the sun: In the place of judgment—wickedness was there, in 

the place of justice—wickedness was there. 

Under the sun, in this world, wickedness reigns. Also, down the page in chapter 4 verse 1: 

power is on the side of the oppressor. And get this, in verses 2 and 3 of chapter 4, the teacher 

says the dead are happier than the living. But better than both is the one who has never been 

born, who has not seen the evil that is done under the sun. 

Things don’t get better, they get worse. Amnesty International says that in the 20th Century 

170 million people were killed by their own government – Russia, Germany, China, 

Cambodia, Rwanda, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. Even last month we saw disturbing 

pictures of the Syrian government using chemical warfare on their own people. The ones 

meant to protect and care for their people, killing their own people, can you believe it!? 

But the Teacher wants us to know there will be a time when God calls all people to account. 

Verse 17, I said to myself, 

“God will bring into judgment 

  both the righteous and the wicked, 

 for there will be a time for every activity, 

  a time to judge every deed.”  
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Under the sun, in this life, wickedness reigns. How often we say, ‘It’s not fair!’ 

Don’t ever think things are spinning out of control, that life is not fair. God has it all under 

control. There will be a time for God to judge. God has shown the world that day is close. 

Do you remember what Paul said in Athens (Acts 17) that we read earlier this year? 

In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice 

by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him 

from the dead.” (Acts 17:30–31) 

The resurrection of the man Jesus Christ shows that God is judge. He will judge the world 

with justice. Judgment is good. It’s not something to be embarrassed about, or something our 

world doesn’t need to hear today. Judgment is God’s love coming hard against sin and evil. 

God loves this world too much to stand back and do nothing. Judgment is good news for a 

desperate world. Judgment is good news for a world searching for meaning. 

When Jesus came to earth he spoke about judgment more than any other person in the Bible. 

Judgment is good news for a desperate world. Life is meaningful because death is not the 

final word. Injustice is not the final world. 

God will judge the world with justice, look to the resurrection of Jesus to see that. 

Jesus came to tell us about the coming judgment on everything wrong in this world, and also 

came to rescue us from it. Jesus took on himself the penalty for sin, evil, and death when he 

died on the cross. If we trust Jesus by giving our life to him, he promises to rescue us from 

the meaningless-ness of life under the sun. 

 

3. Everything God does will endure forever (Ecclesiastes 3:14) 

That means the wise thing to do now is preach this message of Jesus, calling our world to 

respond. Come with me to Ecclesiastes 3:14 to see this: 

I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing 

taken from it. 

Every time you talk about Jesus with someone, you are involved in God’s enduring work; 

God’s work that changes people for eternity. God’s work is the work that is not meaningless. 

This is why now is the time to preach the gospel to Walgett, Colly, and to the ends of the 

world; to call people to repentance. This is ‘the time’ of God’s people, the church. 

So, church family, is our clock set on the right time? 

How are you involved in God’s enduring work? 

When was the last time you shared Jesus with a friend? 

Remember what the Apostle Paul says to Christians (2 Corinthians 6:1–2): 

As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he says,  

“In the time of my favor I heard you, 

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”  

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 
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Yes, this is hard. And, it will only get harder to preach that message of Jesus as our world 

continues to turn from God’s way. Those who aren’t ashamed to talk about Jesus will be 

branded bigots, haters, out of touch with the times by our world. 

Bill Shorten was right, in one sense! Now is the time for same-sex marriage. It’s happened. 

We can’t influence public law on that one now. That door has closed. 

But we are light in dark times, we’ve been made for such a time as this. 

Where does light work best? 

In the dark. 

 

Let’s pray: 

Almighty God, you have all times in your hands. You control all things. We cannot fathom 

what you have done from beginning to end. And so, we humbly bow down to you and fear 

you. You are God! 

Help us to live wisely in these times recognising we are not god. Help us to live in thankful 

and humble relationship with you, seeing all things from your hand. 

Give us an eternal perspective. We know that everything you do will endure forever. We 

know that your work is salvation. And so, we ask that you use us in your enduring gospel 

work. 

Please, give us opportunities to share Jesus with the people around us this week. We look 

forward to the day he returns to bring judgment on the sin, evil, and death in our world. 

But it saddens us to know many of our family and friends are not ready for his return and will 

face his judgment for their rebellion against him. 

In your mercy and favour, soften their hearts to eternity. Open their ears and eyes to Jesus. 

Help them to see now is the time of salvation. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 


