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The gospel versus the rubble of Ephesus 

Acts 19:23–41 

9am Walgett and 3.30pm Colly Sunday 28 January 2018 

 

1. A great disturbance about the Way 

[Artemis picture] Artemis was queen of Ephesus, she was the mythical daughter of Zeus and 

Leto. One ancient historian said that she received her name because she made people feel 

safe and sound. 

Not only was she worshipped by the people of Ephesus, but pilgrims would travel far to see 

her and her temple [Artemis Temple]. The temple was one of the seven wonders of the world. 

There are archaeological references to silversmiths in that town who made silver replicas of 

her and her temple. We don’t have any silver ones today as precious silver would have been 

melted down and reused; we do have terracotta shrines [terracotta statue picture]. 

Pilgrims would have travelled from across Asia (what we call Turkey today) to offer the 

silver shrines in the temple as worship, taken them home as a souvenir or religious item, and 

buried them with the dead as honour to their god Artemis. 

Artemis wasn’t just the queen of Ephesus, she was the coin of Ephesus. Ka-ching!!! She was 

big business. A threat to Artemis is a threat to the economy. 

So when the Apostle Paul arrived in Ephesus with the gospel, Demetrius, a silver smith who 

made silver shrines of Artemis, gathered the workers together and said, verse 25: 

“You know, my friends, that we receive a good income from this business.’ 

He’s got everyone listening, he’s talking about their income. 

What’s the next best way to get people listening? 

Say your town culture and your traditions are at threat. That’s what Demetrius does next, 

verse 26: 

And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of 

people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that gods made 

by human hands are no gods at all. 27 There is danger not only that our trade will lose its 

good name, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited; and the 

goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be 

robbed of her divine majesty.”  

Your income, the traditions of your town… Demetrius knows what pulls our heart strings. 

He has been smart and subtle in saying the gospel will damage people’s income and the 

traditions of the town. It’s true, it will. The gospel has spread across all of Asia, people have 

been turning from idolatry to Christianity. That’s because the gospel demands a response. 

Have you noticed that from the book of Acts? 

Christianity is unlike any other religion in the world. 

It’s not principles or complex philosophical system to follow, like Buddhism. It’s not a code 

of morality, how to be a good person, like Islam. It’s not a set of rituals, like some churches 

say. It’s an appropriate response to Jesus the Messiah. Christianity, is the good news that 

Jesus is Lord. 
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God sent his son Jesus into the world to establish his kingdom where there is no sin or death. 

Jesus begun the end of sin and death by his perfect life, his sin-bearing death on the cross, 

and his resurrection to eternal life.  

And here’s why Christianity demands a response: Jesus will come to judge the world, to end 

sin and death once and for all. The only way to be saved is to submit to his rule. There can be 

no treason in his kingdom, none at all, and so the gospel says you must make a choice: who 

rules your life: you, or Jesus? 

Those who submit to his rule enjoy his eternal life with no sin or death. 

 

This is the gospel Paul proclaimed, and that Christians have proclaimed ever since. As we 

proclaim Jesus is God’s King, people must make a choice: be saved, or judged. No one sits 

on the fence, do they? 

This is why all across Asia people were turning from idolatry to Jesus. Demetrius realises this 

could happen in his town. If people give their life to Jesus, it will come at great cost to him 

and his town. 

Being a follower of Jesus effects every fibre of our being. 

Jesus himself said (Luke 9:23–24): 

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 

up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 

whoever loses their life for me will save it.” 

Do you see the cost in what Jesus is saying… whoever, must, deny themselves, take up a 

cross, daily, follow him. You must lose your life, to save it. 

As the gospel comes to Ephesus, up against Artemis goddess of Ephesus, we see being a 

follower of Jesus will have social and economic consequences to our lives. 

Will the people of Ephesus continue in their traditions and the religion of Artemis, or turn to 

the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

2. The things of this world end in rubble 

Demetrius is smart and subtle in appealing to the people to fight against Jesus and the cost it 

would be to follow him. But he’s also incredibly foolish. 

The idols of this world, so-called gods, are powerless, helpless, and pathetic. He himself says 

what they worship is made by human hands (verse 26). He himself says the divine goddess 

Artemis could be robbed of her divine majesty by the actions of Paul (verse 27). 

A god that can be made and manipulated by humans isn’t worth worshipping. Would you 

trust your life to something you can make and break with your hands? 

It’s like building a two-storey house out of balsam wood. It’s not strong enough. It’s too light 

to support the weight of life. 

 

Yet the Ephesians shout ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’ for 2 hours in unison. 

In a frenzy, some not even knowing what it was about, the Ephesians took the Christians up 

the main street of Ephesus to the theatre. [picture of theatre and main street] This is the main 
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street and theatre today. At full capacity, it seated about 25,000 people, full of people 

shouting, ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians.’ 

This is tragic on so many levels. 

People shouting their allegiance to a piece of rock carved by human hands. Their faith in 

something so flimsy. Fearful that their livelihoods are at risk. 

History shows how futile Artemis was. What is left of her and her temple now? 

[show picture of column in Ephesus] Rubble. 

That puts things in perspective. At the time, in the moment of life, we don’t get this 

perspective that history gives. 

It’s worth considering, though, what am I worshipping now? 

What is dear and treasured in my life, that I cling to before Jesus, are there things I’m afraid 

Jesus will change in my life? Sacred things or traditions? 

And what will come of those things in 10, 10,000, or 10 million years? 

 

Things of this world, whether they are stone idols like Artemis or money, relationships, 

traditions, possessions, goals for life, pouring ourselves into our work, little rituals we have, 

can be so alluring. They can easily charm us, put a spell on us, so that we lose perspective. 

Two examples from my life, you might laugh at, are my fish pond and Fire Brigade service. 

They are two good things that I really enjoy. I enjoy so much, and find it so easy to escape 

into them, that I have to be careful that I don’t put them in the place of Jesus. I could so easily 

use more of my time and money on them… time and money that could go into Jesus and the 

salvation of souls in this town. 

It’s laughable that a fish pond or stone statue could do that, but the problem is we stop 

thinking rationally. 

Just look at Demetrius in Ephesus. His own words showed how weak and flimsy it was to 

trust in Artemis made by human hands and whose honour could be damaged by Paul. Yet he 

and 25,000 others would shout ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians’ for 2 hours together in 

unison in the theatre of Ephesus. None of us are completely rational, are we?! 

We try to think rationally but our emotions and desires come into it. Without realising it, the 

things we desire shape the way we think. This is why the gods and idols of this world are so 

dangerous, they trick us. 

It’s like falling in love. People make some of the stupidest decisions when they’re in love. 

Not rational at all. Love is blind as they say. Their desires take over. 

There are things we all cherish and treasure. We have to be so careful and prayerful that we 

don’t miss out on Jesus, or that others around us miss out on Jesus, because of things dear to 

us. Things that gratify, but can’t satisfy. Things that appeal to us easily blind us to truth, but 

will only end in rubble like Artemis. 

Jesus wants us to be satisfied in him alone. That’s because only he can satisfy us now in this 

life and in the next to come. And that only happens when we give our whole life to him. 

Jesus is the King who demands everything from us. His rule extends into every part of our 

life – religion, money, work, relationships, sports, and community groups. And only when we 

give it all to him do we have peace, joy, and life. 
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3. Living the way of Jesus 

Of course, this will come up against opposition. Opposition in our own lives, and opposition 

from those around us, opposition from the people of our town afraid of the change Jesus 

might bring to their lives. 

But the book of Acts shows us the good news of Jesus is powerful and will go forward 

against opposition. The wisest thing for us to do is go with Jesus, don’t resist his Holy Spirit 

in us. 

[sword picture] During the 11th and 12th Century crusades, they say the mercenaries were 

required to be baptised. This was a sign of his surrender, commitment, and loyalty to Christ 

and his church. Yet, when they were baptised they would hold their sword out of the water. 

They did not want Christ to control their sword. Everything they have and do is his, except 

their sword. 

We can be like that. ‘Everything I have is yours Jesus, except… my wallet… I’ll hold that out 

of the waters of baptism. Everything I have is yours Jesus, except this ungodly relationship, 

the keno or lottery ticket I buy, the number of hours I work each week, the pornography…’ 

They’re obvious examples in life. Usually it’s not that obvious or simple, is it?! 

How do we know when the good things we enjoy or have grown up with, the traditions, how 

do we know when they are getting in the way of Jesus? 

It takes time and hard work. We have to be reading the Bible to discern. 

The other thing that makes Christianity so different to any other religion in the world is that 

there are no laws or rule books that treat us like robots telling us this is what you must do in 

each and every situation. 

We have freedom in the gospel, freedom to live God’s new way. Freedom to reject the things 

in our world that are contrary to Jesus, and freedom to live God’s new way by the power of 

his Word and Spirit. We live that freedom as we read the Bible, prayerfully depending on the 

Holy Spirit to live Jesus’ new way each day. We read and heed his Word, that’s how Jesus 

guides us. His Word transforms us so that we know his ways, and what is contrary. 

We all need to read and heed his Word through the week applying it to our lives each day. 

What we do together on Sunday for 1 hour isn’t enough. Then we have the joy of being 

satisfied in Jesus. Jesus is enough. 

This is exciting living. Being part of God’s new way under Jesus, the way that says no to sin 

and death. ‘Sin, death, and the rubble of this life: you won’t rule my life!’ 

In Ephesus, we see the gospel go forward as people say ‘no’ to the things in life contrary to 

Jesus – breaking ties with counterfeit gospels and counterfeit gods – and we see the church 

growing. 

That comes at a cost. And let’s be honest, we all get afraid when there is a cost. 

Yet as followers of Christ, we give ourselves to the one who did not hold back anything from 

us. He emptied himself of the riches of heaven to give us what truly lasts and satisfies 

forever. We get God, and what can compare? 

 

I’m going to lead us in prayer to ask for this now. In this prayer, I’ll allow time for us to 

examine our lives and the things we trust in, and ask that we would submit it all to Jesus. 
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Prayer: O God of the highest heaven, we ask that you rule in our hearts through your King 

Jesus. Take full possession and reign. By the power of your Holy Word and Spirit, put to 

death every rebellious lust and desire in our heart. Make us yours forever. 

Only you can satisfy and quench our desires and needs. For you made us in your image, you 

made us to live depending on your glory each and every day of this life and the one to come. 

You came to us, emptying yourself of heaven’s riches, in your Son Jesus. You found us dead 

in sin, blind to see you, deaf to hear you, no taste to delight in joy, and no way of knowing 

you. Yet, by your Son you bought us on the Cross, and by your Spirit you brought us to new 

life. 

You opened our eyes to your Word as light, guide, comfort, and joy. With you we have 

unending peace. You have drawn us to you with your unending and undying love. 

And so, we ask that you would help us to walk worthy of your love. That our hopes and all 

we do would be worthy of your love. 

We need your help in the fight against the idols and gods of this world. Things that you have 

made and given us that are good, yet we turn them into god; taking your rightful place. 

By your Holy Spirit and the power of your Word, convict us of truth, righteousness, and sin. 

Let’s take a moment in the silence of our hearts and minds to confess to God struggles and 

temptations we are having at this time, parts of our lives that we are holding back from 

Jesus… 

 

Lord Jesus, you are good, gracious, loving, and just. You are God’s King. You have the right 

to rule our life. Only you are enough for us. 

We are sorry for our sin, the parts of our life in rebellion against you. Please forgive us. 

Through your Word and Spirit, lead us in repentance to live your new way. The way that says 

no to the rubble of this world, and yes to the joy of living in your Kingdom. 

We ask this in the precious name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

 


