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The word of the Lord spreads in power 

Acts 19:1–22 

9am St Peter’s Anglican Church Walgett 21 January 2018 

 

Costi Hinn, the nephew of Benny Hinn said: 

‘Almost 15 years ago, on a shoreline outside of Athens, Greece, I stood confident in my 

relationship with the Lord and my ministry trajectory. I was traveling the world on a private 

Gulfstream jet doing “gospel” ministry and enjoying every luxury money could buy. After a 

comfortable flight and my favorite meal (lasagna) made by our personal chef, we prepared 

for a ministry trip by resting at The Grand Resort: Lagonissi. Boasting my very own ocean-

view villa, complete with private pool and over 2,000 square feet of living space, I perched 

on the rocks above the water’s edge and rejoiced in the life I was living. After all, I was 

serving Jesus Christ and living the abundant life he promised. 

Little did I know that this coastline was part of the Aegean Sea—the same body of water the 

apostle Paul sailed while spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. There was just one problem: 

We weren’t preaching the same gospel as Paul. 

Growing up in the Hinn family empire was like belonging to some hybrid of the royal family 

and the mafia. Our lifestyle was lavish, our loyalty was enforced, and our version of the 

gospel was big business. Though Jesus Christ was still a part of our gospel, he was more of a 

magic genie than the King of Kings. Rubbing him the right way—by giving money and 

having enough faith—would unlock your spiritual inheritance. God’s goal was not his glory 

but our gain. His grace was not to set us free from sin but to make us rich. The abundant life 

he offered wasn’t eternal, it was now. We lived the prosperity gospel.’1 

This is what Costi Hinn recently wrote in Christianity Today about his life under the ministry 

of his uncle Benny Hinn. The chances are you have seen Benny Hinn on an early morning 

Christian TV program. He is the most famous of the prosperity gospel preachers today. The 

prosperity gospel preaches that God wants to make you healthy and happy and so if you have 

enough faith (and pay enough money to people like Benny Hinn!) you will be healed of 

anything. 

Thankfully, Costi Hinn realised this isn’t the gospel of the Bible. He noticed inconsistencies 

in his uncle’s ministry, found Bible passages that showed the prosperity gospel to be false, 

and finally was saved through a Christian girl who later became his wife. 

Today’s Bible reading helps us be sure of the true gospel and where the power of God is 

found. In chapter 19, the word of the Lord encounters the religion and magic of Ephesus. 

 

1. Receiving the Holy Spirit in Ephesus (Acts 19:1–7) 

Firstly, the Apostle Paul meets some disciples of John the Baptist. 

Paul asks, verse 2: ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ 

They had not even heard of the Holy Spirit, but had only received the baptism of John. 

Verse 4: Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 

believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized 

                                                 
1 https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/october/benny-hinn-costi-uncle-prosperity-preaching-

testimony.html Cited 16 January 2018. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/october/benny-hinn-costi-uncle-prosperity-preaching-testimony.html
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in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 

on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.  

This is similar to Apollos, whom we met last week in chapter 18. Yet, it seems these disciples 

of John the Baptist knew even less than Apollos. 

These people were not Christians. It’s not possible to be a Christian without hearing of the 

Holy Spirit. And it’s strange that as disciples of John the Baptist they hadn’t heard of the 

Holy Spirit, since he taught that the one who came after him would baptise with the Holy 

Spirit (Luke 3:16). It seems these people in Ephesus were caught in a “time warp,” since they 

had not heard that Jesus the Messiah had come and that he had poured out the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost (Acts 2). 

In effect, these people were still living under the Old Testament. John the Baptist was the last 

prophet of the Old Testament. Now, a new era had begun. They did not know this, and so had 

only heard half the story. To be fair, we have to remember these people in Ephesus were a 

long way from where John the Baptist preached and baptised in the Jordan River, and it is 20 

years after John’s untimely death! 

So, Paul tells them the full story that Jesus is the Messiah and is the one who gives the Holy 

Spirit when you believe in him. Baptism with water was a sign of receiving the Holy Spirit 

and having forgiveness of sin. 

Paul lays his hands of them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied, to show that these disciples of John were now disciples of Jesus, they really were 

members of the church. Throughout Acts, we have seen remarkable events when the gospel 

crosses into a new territory or people group. The Holy Spirit was publically demonstrating 

that the gospel was going into the Roman province of Asia. 

We must remember this was an unusual time in salvation history. There was a change 

between the old testament and the new testament, and these people in Ephesus were a 

transitional group. We have to remember there are no disciples of John in the world today, 

and so we can’t directly apply this today. 

Some people have not understood this, and have taught there is a second-baptism available 

for Christians. This is sometimes called a ‘baptism in the Spirit’ for Christians. The problem 

with this is that the disciples in Ephesus were not Christians in the first place, they were 

disciples of John. It is true that they were re-baptised, but their ‘second baptism’ was when 

they became Christians. You cannot separate the sign (water) from the real thing signified 

(the Holy Spirit). 

Unfortunately, the King James Version of verse 2 (‘Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 

ye believed?’) has added to the confusion. It sounds like the Holy Spirit comes at a later time 

after believing. 

All Christians receive the Holy Spirit when they believe in the name of Jesus Christ. This is 

what John the Baptist meant when he said the one who comes after him – Jesus – would 

baptise with the Spirit (Luke 3:15–17) and what Jesus meant when he promised the gift of the 

Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4–5). 

In Acts, a believer is baptised about the same time as their conversion. Yet, the order doesn’t 

matter. We see the Spirit being received at the time of baptism (Acts 2:38; 8:38); the Spirit 

being received before baptism (Acts 10:45); and the Spirit being received after baptism (Acts 

8:15). The order does not matter. What matters is that the baptism is in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 



 3 

The giving of the Spirit is not supplementary to baptism or belief in the name of Jesus. I think 

the simplest way to read verse three of Acts 19 is that Paul believes the Holy Spirit, baptism, 

and belief in the name of Jesus all come together. ‘Second-baptism’ and ‘baptism in the 

Spirit’ is false teaching that must be corrected. It undermines people’s assurance in the gospel 

of grace, as it teaches we need to do something subsequent to what Jesus has done. In effect, 

it says that faith in Jesus is not enough to be saved. 

This passage is sometimes used to teach that you must speak in tongues and prophesy to be a 

Christian. Since, they say, these people in Ephesus spoke in tongues and prophesied when 

they became Christians. As Costi Hinn found when he read the Bible for himself, in 1 

Corinthians 12:27–30, this is simply untrue. Some Christians will speak in tongues or 

prophesy, but not all will. God gives us all different gifts to serve the church. 

The best way to understand what is happening here in Ephesus to these 12 believers is a mini-

Pentecost. Just like what happened in Acts 2, when the Holy Spirit was first sent from heaven 

through Jesus. This amazing event in salvation history was made visible through people 

speaking in tongues to publically demonstrate the Holy Spirit was now available to all who 

believe in the name of Jesus. Actually, rather than say this was a mini-Pentecost in Acts 19, 

perhaps it’s better to say that Pentecost caught up to them, since they were in a time warp 

between the old and new testaments! 

 

2. All hear the word of the Lord (Acts 19:8–10) 

Moving on, we see that Paul had a great ministry in Ephesus speaking about the Kingdom of 

God. That’s shorthand for saying ‘he spoke about how Jesus was the King at the centre of 

God’s plans of salvation in the Bible.’ 

He spoke in the Synagogue for three months, then held discussions in a public hall daily for 

two years. This meant all in the Roman province of Asia heard about the word of the Lord. 

 

3. Extraordinary miracles in Ephesus (Acts 19:11–22) 

In verses eleven to twenty two, we see that God did remarkable things through Paul in 

Ephesus. But we’re about to see it was not actually Paul, but the Word of God. Notice too, in 

verse 11, these are ‘extraordinary miracles;’ while God can still do such miracles today, the 

extraordinary nature of what we are about to read is emphasised for us. 

Verse 12: Even handkerchiefs and aprons touched by Paul were taken to the sick and their 

illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 

Some people in Ephesus saw this but missed the point of what was happening. The seven 

sons of Sceva, a Jewish High Priest in Jerusalem, tried to drive out evil spirits. As the saying 

goes, ‘Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.’ The problem was they tried to use the name 

of Jesus like a lucky charm or magical spell. 

Once day, while they were trying to do this, the evil spirit recognised what they were doing 

and questioned their authority and then beat them naked and bleeding. News of this spread 

throughout the town and many then recognised the power of the name of the Lord Jesus. The 

people of Ephesus were afraid they would suffer similar to the seven sons of Sceva because 

they were still dabbling with the occult and sorcery, and so many who believed now came 

and openly confessed what they had done. Perhaps they had kept their scrolls as an insurance 

policy in case their new faith proved inadequate?! 
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This led to the burning of their magic scrolls in public. We are told that the value of these 

scrolls was 50,000 drachmas. If one drachma is one day’s wage (see the footnote at the 

bottom of the page of your Bible), then that’s about $7 million in Australia day. I take it 

we’re told this because it shows the cost of discipleship – repentance to Jesus is costly. True 

disciples of Jesus let go of what they once dearly treasured to experience the real treasure and 

joy of the Kingdom of God under King Jesus. 

The clear message of what happened that day in Ephesus is that the name of Jesus is only 

powerful when those who call on him genuinely call on him as Lord. Jesus is not a power that 

can be controlled, he will not be a lackey for anyone. 

This ought to be a strong rebuke for teachers of the prosperity gospel today, like Benny Hinn, 

who make a lot of money out of their so-called ‘gospel’ ministry. Perhaps we are told how 

much the magic scrolls were worth to show that the magic in Ephesus was about money-

making. We’ll see next week in the second half of chapter 19 that the magic and religion of 

Ephesus was big business. Those who try to use the name of Jesus for their own gain may 

prosper now but will be punished for eternity. 

Similarly, this is a rebuke for the early morning tele-evangelists who sell the sick a 

handkerchief they have blessed. They try to mimic what the Apostle Paul was doing here in 

Ephesus. We are told these were ‘extraordinary’ miracles, and so we ought not expect them 

to be repeated. I also think there is a strong argument that Paul was doing these miracles to 

prove he was the Apostle of Jesus Christ as the word of the Lord Jesus Christ spread widely 

and grew in power in a new region, especially one where magic and the occult had a 

stronghold. 

More locally, there is a warning in this for us. Often people in Walgett claim an evil spiritual 

presence in their home or life. We shouldn’t be quick to dismiss these claims as false. 

Whether they are real or just what they perceive, Satan will use any means he can to keep 

people away from Jesus. Satan appeals to our vulnerabilities, weaknesses, and fears. 

Using the Bible, a cross, or any religious item as a charm or magic will not control or put a 

spell on evil spirits. Like the seven sons of Sceva discovered, the power of the name of Jesus 

only comes through trusting relationship with him. Of course, trusting relationship with Jesus 

comes through reading the Bible and trusting in what the cross symbolises. If we are helping 

people struggling with evil spirits (real or perceived) we must focus on knowing and growing 

them in Jesus through the Scriptures. That’s where the power is found. 

As a quick aside, it’s good to remember what Paul later wrote to these Christians in Ephesus. 

We know how much the people of Ephesus were into the spiritual realm and magic, we’ve 

read that here in Acts 19. So, it might surprise you that Paul says to these Ephesians that to 

stand against the devil’s schemes and in their struggle against the powers of this dark world 

and the spiritual forces of evil, they aren’t to do exorcisms or anything supernatural. Instead, 

they are to put on the full armour of God by simply reading the Bible and praying so that they 

stand firm in Jesus Christ. You can read that in Ephesians 6:10–20. 

And for those of us who might not be aware of the spiritual realm but are more conservative, 

I think there is another warning here for us in Acts 19. There is another way in which we 

might use the name of Jesus like a charm or a genie that we rub to give us what we want. 

We must be careful not to place our trust in religious rituals or objects, rather than Jesus 

whom they symbolise or speak of. Baptism, for example, in itself as a religious deed has no 

saving power. 

I’ve lost count of how many times people ring the church asking, ‘Can I have my kids done?’ 
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It’s a terrible way of speaking of baptism, the beautiful symbol of God’s saving grace in 

Jesus and the gift of the Holy Spirit. And, in my opinion, speaking like this makes baptism 

out to be a religious rite we need to tick-off to say we’ve done our bit to keep God happy. 

This is why we are on the right track with our church’s baptism policy that parents of 

children, or adults themselves, must hear the good news of Jesus – by regularly attending 

church or doing an introduction to Christianity course - before deciding if they want their 

child or selves baptised. It might not always be a popular policy, but is worth it when we 

consider what’s at stake – the name of Jesus and the salvation of souls. 

So, whether we are conservative or very aware of the spiritual realm, we must be careful to 

never use Jesus like a charm to take away our fear of judgment or evil spirits. Only a personal 

relationship that wholly depends daily on Jesus will save. 

In this way, the word of the Lord will spread and grow in power. 

 

Let’s pray for that now. 

Our Father in Heaven, thank you that in the name of Jesus is salvation and life. There is no 

other name under heaven given to us by which we must be saved. He is the Messiah who can 

forgive our sins and bring us into a new eternal relationship with you. 

Help us as a church to keep checking we have the one true gospel of grace. Protect us from 

false teaching. Convict us of our errors. Forgive us when we treat Jesus like a lucky charm or 

expect self-gain from his name and power. 

Please use us to present Jesus to the people of our town as the only Way to know you and be 

saved. We ask this in his name, Amen. 

 


