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The truth will set you free 

John 8:31–59 

9am Walgett, 3.30pm Colly, and 6.30pm Cryon Sunday 23 July 2017. 

 

1. The truth will set you free (John 8:31–36) 

What we do with the teaching of Jesus is biggest choice we will make today, or any day. 

Jesus says (verse 31): 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

The Jews answered Jesus: “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of 

anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”  

Outwardly, the Jews had been slaves throughout their history to Egyptians, Babylonians, 

Persians, Greeks, and as they speak they are under the Roman Empire. But inwardly they 

prided themselves on being free. They had never bowed their knees to their foreign 

oppressors. They prided themselves on being God’s chosen people, the descendants of 

Abraham. They thought they were ok with God, the good people. 

It’s not like we can divide people up: there’s the good people and there’s the bad people, and 

there’s a line between them. No, the line runs right through the human heart dividing us all. 

Sin is not over there, those people. It’s through us all. Sin is the human condition. It’s not 

trivial like eating chocolate (as TV ads tell us) or keeping a set of morals that no body cares 

about anymore. Sin enslaves us all. It is deadly. 

Verse 34: Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 

Someone here may have told me this true story, or maybe it was on Outback Radio?! There 

was a family that had a diamond python living in the roof. The family knew it well, it came 

down and lived among the family. No body felt unsafe, it was kinda cool to have a big 

python around – besides it keeps the mice and rats away, keeps other snakes out too. 

Eventually it started coming into one of the kids bedrooms and laying along side the bed. It 

would stretch itself out to full length beside the kid in the bed. This kept happening, and 

somehow someone who knew about snakes found out (might have been a vet or reptile 

expert). As soon as the expert heard what the snake was doing they said get the kids out of 

the house immediately. Don’t let the kids back in until the snake has been completely 

removed from the house. 

The snake was sizing up the kids for a meal. That’s what pythons do. They lie alongside their 

prey to see if they’ll fit around them, and then when least expecting they wrap themselves 

around and kill the prey. 

Sin gradually makes its way into our lives. We become familiar with it. Before we know it 

has captured us, paralysed us and killed us. It’s not passive over there, it’s active and it preys 

on us. Everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 

Like the Jews Jesus was talking to, most people don’t know real freedom. Our world 

celebrates people who charter their own way through life, not worrying about other people 

but reaching their own potential, looking after number one, captain of my own soul, master of 

my own fate. The great claim to fame is to be able to sing to that song: ‘I did it my way.’ 

But that’s not freedom. 
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If you have an orchestra where every musician is playing there own thing it’s dreadful. The 

conductor gives freedom as they play together to the same tune. A game of football where 

there are no rules, everyone just doing it their way, is not freedom. You need rules to have 

freedom to play the game right. 

Just doing whatever satisfies your own desires is not freedom, it’s subjection. Subjection to 

the gods and idols of this world. And let me tell you the gods of this world are a lot less 

merciful than the God of the Bible. 

Sin enslaves, only Jesus can set us free. That’s because Jesus is the Son of God. 

Verse 36: So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

Jesus is the only one with the power to break the power of sin on our life. The only one who 

can sever the chords that sin enslaves our heart. It took a perfect Saviour, the Son of God, 

who never sinned himself, to defeat sin and set us free. Freedom can’t come from within, it 

had to come from the outside – the Son sent from God. That is true freedom. 

 

2. You belong to your father, the devil (John 8:37–47) – note not on outline!!! 

The Jewish people still think they are free because Abraham is their father. Jesus upsets them 

by saying Abraham is not your father otherwise they would receive the truth from God like 

Abraham did. Instead of receiving the truth, they are trying to kill him. 

Then they say God is their Father, but, verse 42: 

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from 

God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? 

Because you are unable to hear what I say. 

If they really were children of God they would love Jesus and listen to him, because Jesus is 

from God. He’s been saying that all along in John’s Gospel. 

So who is their father? 

Why is it they are enslaved to sin? 

Why is it they reject the one God has sent? 

Verse 44: You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s 

desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth 

in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet 

because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!  

Can I say upfront I don’t suggest you go home and say this to your friends and family who 

aren’t believers. ‘Kid’s don’t try this at home, as they say!!’ 

It wouldn’t be wise to go home and say ‘Oh I found out today at church why you’re not a 

Christian… you belong to the devil!’ 

To say ‘we are free, our world is enslaved by sin, and non-believers are children of the devil’ 

sounds completely ridiculous. Doesn’t it!? 

People would laugh at you. 

That’s because of the hold the devil has on this world. Sin enslaves us. Our world is so 

captivated by Satan it can’t see truth through the lies. 
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The reason people don’t accept the truth is they are the children of the devil, Satan. They 

belong to the devil. They speak his language, lies. Right from the beginning when Adam and 

Eve listened to the devil, as he came to them as the Serpent in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 

3), humanity has been living the lie of Satan. 

The devil’s hold on people is so strong that they are not ready to hear that, and so would 

laugh it off. It’s ridiculous, to our world. 

When someone speaks to you in another language you have no idea what they are saying – 

it’s nonsense, it’s all gobbedly gook, it’s all Greek to me! 

The truths of Jesus and real belief in him are nonsense, another language, when someone 

belongs to Satan. Satan poisons the minds of people so that they can’t see and comprehend 

the truth, they can’t see the things of God. Jesus is the only antidote to the work of the devil, 

and that’s what real freedom is. 

 

This is why prayer and proclamation must be our priority. 

We must keep on praying for our non-believing family and friends. Only God can free them 

from the strong hold of Satan. We can’t do it. They can’t do it – there’s no such thing as free 

will, everybody’s will and whole life is enslaved by Satan. Only the Son can set people free. 

And so we must beg for God to have mercy and have his Son set them free from the lies, the 

slavery and murder of sin and the devil. 

We must proclaim Jesus as the truth – the only truth – that sets people free. The most 

important thing we can do here in Walgett/Colly is share the good news of Jesus. The most 

valuable thing you can do – the best investment you can make - with your time and money is 

the good news of Jesus, the Son who will set you free, you will be free indeed. 

Think of all the things you will spend your time and money on this week… none of them, not 

one, will set people free from slavery to sin and death… will they? Unless it is praying and 

proclaiming Jesus the truth. 

Now, if you are like me, you know that’s true. You’ve given your life to it when you became 

a Christian. You know the joy and delight when you were set free by the gospel of Jesus. So 

why is it so hard to pray and proclaim? 

I want to get up early each morning to pray for the salvation of my family, my friends, the 

people of Walgett… why do I struggle? 

I want to support our missionaries in prayer and writing to them… why do I struggle? 

I want to invite lots of women to the Christmas in July Night on Thursday and the Men’s 

BBQ on Friday, I want them to know Jesus is the truth… why can’t I just do it? Why do 

excuses keep coming up? 

There are tough conversations I need to have with people who are straying from the truth of 

Jesus, not coming to church or missing Bible study, why do I keep managing to avoid those 

conservations, somehow finding other things that need to be done? 

Because, quite simply, as I said before, it sounds ridiculous. The devil, the sin that enslaves, 

doesn’t want us to pray and proclaim because it kills him. It takes away his grip on people. 

So he tempts us away from prayer and proclamation, like that python slithering beside us 

sizing us up. He will do everything he can to stop us. 

If you want to be set free, if you want the people you love to be set free, if you want the 

people of the world to be set free, pray for their salvation and proclaim Jesus. 
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3. Before Abraham was born, I am! (John 8:48–59) 

To most people this will all sound ridiculous. ‘Children of the devil,’ ridiculous! The Jews 

hearing this thought so. Their comeback to Jesus (verse 48) is you are a Samaritan and 

demon-possessed. They are saying ‘What would you know, you’re not one of us.’ …you’ve 

heard that said today. 

But here’s the thing, Jesus is the only qualified to know what our problem is and to know 

what we need to fix it, because of who he is. 

Verse 51: 

Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 

That’s how high the stakes are when it comes to obeying the word of Jesus… we are talking 

about heaven and hell, forever. 

The Jews again don’t understand who Jesus is, they think he is a young man making an 

arrogant statement to live forever. Not even Abraham and the prophets lived forever, so they 

say at the end of verse 53: Who do you think you are? 

Jesus effectively says it doesn’t matter who he says he is, listen to God and Abraham. 

Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 

your God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I 

did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. Your father 

Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 

What does Jesus mean in verse 56? 

Jesus is no ordinary person. He’s not a young arrogant man making claims he can’t support. 

We need to recognise that Jesus is no ordinary person, he is another league to Abraham, the 

father of all Jews. 

All of the promises God made to Abraham, the thread that holds the Bible together, the plot 

of the true Bible story, are answered in Jesus. which is central to the Bible. 

God made three promises to Abraham in Genesis 12: family, land, and blessings. All the 

promises made to Abraham are fulfilled in Jesus. 

As we sing: Father Abraham had many kids, many kids had father Abraham, I am one of 

them, and so are you, through faith in Jesus Christ. Everyone can enter the family of 

Abraham, the family of God, but only through Jesus. 

Jesus is the promised land. Jesus is heaven, the promised land. 

Every spiritual blessing is in Jesus Christ. Not some, every spiritual blessing is in Jesus Christ 

(Ephesians 1:3). 

And so Abraham would have rejoiced to see Jesus. This is the climax of all God’s promises 

made over thousands of years to his people, standing right here and speaking to you now. 

Again, the Jews didn’t get what he was saying, straight over their head. So Jesus says 

something they will understand in verse 58: 

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they 

picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.  

Why did they immediately want to kill Jesus for saying this? 
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Jesus existed before Abraham because he is ‘I am.’ ‘I am’ is the name God reveals to Moses 

from the burning bush in Exodus 3:14. It’s the name Yahweh – so revered by Jews that they 

still won’t say it to this day. I am means he is existence itself, no beginning and no end, 

nothing compares to him. 

To claim to be God is blasphemy and so they pick up stones and try to kill him, just like the 

Law of Moses requires them to do (Lev 24:16; Deut 13:6–11). 

This isn’t blasphemy. Jesus is God incarnate, God with us. 

When God comes among us and speaks, we have to listen to his words. When he says he is 

the truth, he is freedom, we have to trust him and give our life to him in obedience. It’s a 

matter of life and death. True belief, true freedom, holds to the teaching of Jesus as the truth 

that sets us free from the lies of Satan, slavery to sin. 

This does sound ridiculous to the world around us. They will laugh it off. They’ll do all they 

can to stop the truth of Jesus, but that ought not surprise us. The devil never fights fair. He is 

a murdered from the beginning, the father of lies. 

Let’s pray that we as a church family would hold to the teaching of Jesus, and that many 

more people in Walgett/Colly would be freed from slavery to sin so they never see death. 

 

Prayer… 


