
 1 

Good Friday 9am Walgett Anglican Church 

Luke 23:32–46 

Deep down we all have a great sense for what is fair and what’s not fair. Right from a young 

age, we hear kids say ‘It’ not fair!’ Even to the end we still want to see what is fair – the good 

deserve good, the bad deserve bad. 

Our Bible reading today is not fair. What happened on that first Easter some 2000 years ago, 

is not fair. 

Jesus was crucified at a place called the Skull, a hill outside of Jerusalem. On his right and on 

his left, two other men were crucified. 

Crucifixion was the worst punishment possible in the Roman Empire. It was a cruel way of 

executing the worst criminals as a public humiliation. 

 

So what was Jesus’ crime that he was being executed for? 

It was who he claimed to be. 

The religious leaders sneered at him (verse 35) and said: “He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

The Romans soldiers came up and mocked him, offered him wine vinegar, and said (verse 

37): “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

And (verse 39) one of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

Everyone rejects Jesus’ claim to be the Christ. We call Jesus ‘Jesus Christ’ – Christ isn’t his 

surname, it’s his identity as the Christ. Christ and Messiah means the same thing. Both mean 

God’s Chosen king. The one promised to come save God’s people. 

Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, the king. And so above him there was a written notice, 

which read: This is the king of the Jews. 

Those who stood around his cross - the religious leaders, the soldiers, and the criminal on the 

cross – say, if you are the Messiah, surely God wouldn’t let you die like this on a cross?! 

 

But one voice said something remarkably different. Among the mocking and rejecting of who 

Jesus is, the other criminal recognises Jesus is God’s king and argues with what the first 

criminal said. 

Verse 40: But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are 

under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. 

But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

 

What Jesus says in verse 43 is the most stunning thing you will ever hear: 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
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Jesus accepts the man instantly, and with no conditions. Jesus promises that this man will be 

with him in the kingdom of God, paradise. The criminal was lost from God, but now found 

and restored to God, the moment he realises that Jesus is the one with authority to save him. 

 

What I love about this is… it’s not fair! 

Deep down, we all believe good people deserve to go to heaven; and bad people deserve to 

be punished in hell. But Jesus turns that all on its head. He is not fair! 

Being good does you know good! This criminal hadn’t lived a good life, the fact he was 

being crucified tells us he had done some heavy duty crime – he knows that and says it 

himself in verse 41 that he is being executed because he deserves it for his deeds. 

Religion doesn’t save you! He hasn’t lived a religious life – he wasn’t baptised, didn’t take 

the Lord’s Supper, he didn’t have time in his last hours of life to go to church, or do any 

religious rituals. 

Being a good person, being religious doesn’t save you, yet this bad non-religious criminal is 

the promised by Jesus he will be in heaven. 

That’s because he trusted in Jesus. He trusts that he is God’s King, the one you can save 

sinners. 

And so, this is not fair. This man doesn’t get what he deserves. Instead, he gets the grace of 

God. The free gift of God, unconditional, no strings attached, completely free and 

undeserved. 

It’s not fair, instead it’s the grace of God - Jesus. The one who also didn’t get what he 

deserved. Jesus had done no wrong – he truly is the perfect son of God who didn’t deserve to 

die on a cross. As the religious rulers and soldiers mocked him saying save yourself, he could 

have avoided the humiliation, the shame, and pain of the cross. But he didn’t, did he!? 

Jesus died on the cross because he loves you. He died for you and me. He took what we fairly 

deserve for our sins, our rejection that he has the right to rule our life. 

 

Friends, the words Jesus spoke to that criminal have two important things to say to us today. 

The first is come as you are. Don’t wait until you are good enough for Jesus, don’t wait until 

you have cleaned yourself up – got off the booze, sorted out your family problems. That 

ignores Jesus’ words on the cross. 

Salvation is completely by grace – 110%. A free gift from God to you. You cannot get 

yourself ready or clean yourself up for it, you cannot add anything or help your salvation. 

Jesus is the only one who can save you. Sin is a problem that goes deep into the core, the 

very being of who we are. Being good or being religious (even going to church your whole 

life) does nothing to help you get saved. 

If you were diagnosed with cancer, you wouldn’t try to wash it away with soap. Cancer can’t 

be solved with soap. In the same way, sin can’t be solved by being good or religious. 

The only thing that can save is trusting in Jesus as God’s King. The one who died on the 

cross to take our sin away. 
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And that takes us to the best thing about Easter. This means we can have complete certainty 

of going to heaven. The moment we trust Jesus is God’s King we have assurance that we will 

be in heaven. Just like Jesus said to that criminal on the cross, Jesus says to you the moment 

you put your trust in him as your Saviour King: ‘Truly I tell you, you will be with me in 

paradise.’ 

Christianity is not like waiting to get a test result back. Do you remember the anxiety and 

uncertainty of sitting an exam and waiting to get the results back to see if you have passed or 

failed?! 

We don’t have wait. We don’t have to live in fear or guilt or uncertainty about whether we 

have been good enough or religious enough or know enough about the Bible to be saved. We 

don’t have to worry about what will happen when we die. 

The moment we put our trust in Jesus is the moment we have the answer. We have full 

assurance that all that is needed for us to enter heaven has been done for us by Jesus on the 

Cross. 

This is why Christians who trust in Jesus live with joy and thankfulness. We know exactly 

where we are going after death, and so live with joy and thankfulness. Because we know it’s 

not fair. We don’t get what we deserve. We get the grace of God. Jesus got what we deserve 

on the Cross that first Easter, that’s why we call today Good Friday. And so Christians want 

others to know this good news about Jesus and so are part of a church so that together we can 

share the good news of Jesus: 

Jesus is God’s King, and by trusting in him to save us from our sin we can have certainty of 

our eternity. 

 

I’m going to lead us in prayer now. If you haven’t put your trust in Jesus, you might like to 

join in this prayer when I say sorry for our sins, I will trust in Jesus as God’s King, ask God 

to forgive us, and that we would let Jesus the King rule our life from this day on into eternity. 

If you are a Christian already, praise God! You might like to join me when I pray that out of 

joy and thankfulness for the good news of Easter we will share Jesus with many more people 

here in Walgett/Colly, or wherever you are from! 

 

Dear heavenly Father, we are sorry for our sin. Sorry for rejecting your rule in our life each 

day. Please forgive me for my sin. Please help me to trust in Jesus as your King, the one who 

has the right to rule my life, from this day forward. 

For those of us who have put our trust in Jesus, thankyou for the new life you have given us 

in Jesus. Thank you for the promise and assurance of being in heaven with you forever. Help 

us to share Jesus with people in Walgett and… so that they too can have the joy of being with 

you forever. 

Amen. 

 

 


