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‘What must I do to be saved?’ 
Acts 16:1–40 
9am Walgett and 3.30pm Colly Sunday 5 Feb 2017 
 

With circumcisions, visions of men speaking, a dealer of purple cloth getting baptised, a 
slave girl possessed by a fortune-telling spirit, men beaten and flogged and chained in prison, 
a violent earthquake that sends the prison doors open, a jailer ready to kill himself with his 
sword then saved into the family of God with his whole household, and magistrates making a 
public apology for a mistake they made… it has all the makings of an action movie, or a 
thriller! 

This is more of the true story of the gospel of God spreading to the ends of the earth. This 
time, for the first time, the Word of God goes to Europe. 

>>Click Powerpoint to map of Paul’s Second Missionary Trip 
 

1. ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us’ (Acts 16:1–15) 
Paul is on his second missionary trip. He takes with him Silas and then Timothy. As he goes 
he is sharing the good news from the Jerusalem Council we heard last week: it is through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, and it’s the same for everyone. 

Interestingly, the Holy Spirit is closing doors for them by not allowing them into Asia. 
Instead, God directs them to Macedonia to preach the gospel. Paul has a vision of a man of 
Macedonia begging them to come. So off they go to the town of Phillipi in Macedonia. 
>>Click Powerpoint to picture of Lydia listening to Paul 

When the Word of God was spoken, God opened the heart of a woman called Lydia. She was 
a dealer in purple cloth, telling us she was a wealthy woman of good standing. It’s a detail 
Luke has included to show how the Word of God impacted three very different people in that 
town. 

 
2. The fortune-telling spirit (Acts 16:16–24) 

>>Click Powerpoint to picture of slave girl following Paul 
Next we meet a female slave girl possessed by a fortune-telling spirit. She earned a great deal 
of money for her owners by fortune-telling. She followed Paul around for many days 
shouting: ‘These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be 
saved.’ 
It’s hard to know why she was doing this… was she cautioning everyone to be aware? Was 
she helping Paul do his work? Or - like the spirit-possessed who followed Jesus – was the 
spirit simply identifying the power behind them?! 

Whatever it was, Paul had enough and cast the spirit out of her in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Her owners realised that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas, 
and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. Ironically, the charges they 
bring to the magistrates have nothing to do with their hope of making money, but claim Paul 
and Silas ‘are throwing the city into an uproar, by advocating customs unlawful for us 
Romans to accept or practice.’ After ordering them be stripped and beaten with rods and 
severely flogged, the magistrates have them thrown in prison. 
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As the word of God goes forward it brings economic and political implications. Christianity 
has never been a private religion. In any culture the gospel brings change to individuals and 
their relationships. The gospel brings challenge and change, and brings division into 
communities. 

And we see it brings persecution for believers; persecution that is worth it, as we’re about to 
see! 

 
3. Paul and Silas in prison (Acts 16:25–40) 

>>Click Powerpoint to picture of jailer on knees to Paul and Silas 
Paul and Silas are in prison. They are carefully guarded in the inner cell with fastened feet in 
stocks. At midnight as they prayed and sang to God (verse 26): 
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. 
At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. The jailer woke 
up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself 
because he thought the prisoners had escaped. But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We 
are all here!”  

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.  
After hearing prayers and songs to God, seeing the raw power of this God hearing his people 
pray and freeing them, and then the sheer grace of his people Paul and Silas saving their 
captor from taking his own life… the jailer realises it’s time he sorts things out with this God: 

‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 
They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of 
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his 
household were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; 
he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. 

Trust in the Lord Jesus who died on the cross for your sin and rose to new life so that you can 
live forever! Stop trusting in your own efforts and goodness, trust in what Jesus did on that 
Cross for your sin! Experience the joy that comes from being at peace with God, being right 
with him! 

 
In both Lydia and the jailer’s conversion they were immediately baptised. Baptism is a 
beautiful symbol of how Jesus saves: as the person goes underwater they have stopped living 
their old life, they are drowning their old life of rebellion against God; and rise from death to 
new life in Jesus. Like water washes away our dirt and stains, Jesus washes away our sin 
saving us into new life in him. It’s the start of a new life trusting in Jesus. 

 
So as Paul and Silas saw the jailer and his whole household baptised, do you think they had 
any regrets about their beating and severe flogging? 
 

No way!!! 
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I suspect as the jailer and his household were baptised they had tears of joy that God counted 
them worthy to suffer and be a small part of their salvation. 

In fact, Paul and Silas take themselves back to prison because (verse 35) When it was 
daylight, the magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: “Release those men.” 
The jailer told Paul, “The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you 
can leave. Go in peace.” 

The magistrates are forced to ‘eat humble pie’ because they find out Paul and Silas are 
Roman citizens who should never have been jailed without a trial. Paul makes the point that 
they were treated unfairly under Roman law; maybe this is a signal of what’s to come for 
those who will follow Paul in boldly sharing Jesus in a world that is opposed to God and his 
people?! 
 

>>Click Powerpoint of Lydia, slave girl, and jailer 
So, there is the impact of the Word of God on three very different people in Phillipi. 

Can you think of an odder group of people than Lydia the business woman, the slave girl, and 
the jailer? 

We’re not told what happened to the slave girl after the spirit left her. Some commentators 
say her owners would have cast her out since she had no monetary value to them now, and so 
the Christian community probably took her under their wing. That’s what normally 
happened, but we don’t know. 

Three people worlds apart, yet had their worlds turned upside down by the same gospel. The 
gospel is for all people. All who believe in the Lord Jesus will be saved. The rich, poor, men, 
women, children, elderly, Jew, Gentile, slaves, outcasts and misfits: one size fits all in the 
kingdom of God, because one died for all in the kingdom of God. 

 
>>Click Powerpoint of blank slide 

Opposition and hardship will come with the gospel. It will divide relationships and 
communities; the universal Lordship of Jesus demands change for everyone. No one likes 
change! Change just for the sake of change is never worth it, but change for the sake of Jesus 
is always worth it. 

So, where the gospel is proclaimed boldly and faithfully, persecution will follow. But any 
suffering we endure is momentary and not worth comparing to the eternal glory to be 
revealed on the day we meet Jesus face to face. 
Thankfully, Christians in Australia are not beaten and severely flogged for their faith in 
Jesus. But if we are serious about following Jesus it will come with hardship – hardship that 
is worth every moment and can be endured with joy. 

It’s worth the costs and hardship that may come each day at work for the sake of Jesus as you 
put his Word and his people first; it’s worth the cost that comes to your lifestyle so that you 
can give your time and money generously to proclaiming Jesus; it’s worth being the only 
Christian person in this town who is your age or your stage of life for the sake of the glory to 
come; it’s worth the mocking that comes for believing the Bible is the Word of God when we 
speak up on same-sex marriage and other social justice issues; and it’s worth the 
awkwardness when people don’t understand why you don’t join in gossip, swearing, and 
heavy drinking at social events.  
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This all pales insignificant to the joy of being part of God’s salvation that raises people from 
death to life in the eternal family of God! 

 
Let’s pray: 

Almighty God, you are awesome and powerful. You have all things in your hands. Your 
word goes forth unchallenged and unmatched, bringing new life to the dead. Thank you that 
salvation is found in the name of Jesus. 
Help us to believe. Strengthen us in your Word. Give us boldness and confidence in your 
Word. Give us the joy of seeing people saved into your family. 
Help us to count the cost, and follow Jesus whatever that cost might be. 

Thank you for the promise of your Holy Spirit to be with us as we witness Jesus to the dying 
world around us. 

In the name of Jesus our Saviour, Amen. 


