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Justice to the World 
Isaiah 41–43; Matthew 12:9–23 
9am Walgett Sunday 30 October 2016 (not preached at Colly) 
 

In Isaiah 40 we heard the nations are like dust. Next to God they are nothing. 
But it wouldn’t feel like that when the nations surround you and oppress you. Rather 
than feel like dust, when they surround you they are a real and present threat, bringing 
dread and fear. Trusting God seems impossible. 

When ISIS militants in Syria torture and crucify four Christians for converting to 
Christianity. Before this the 12-year old son of one of the men had his finger-tips cut 
off and had to watch his father be crucified, before this 12 year old was crucified 
himself. It’s hard to remember they are but dust. 

As the Chinese Communist Party takes crosses off churches, stops people from 
meeting together, and countless Christian leaders disappear into China’s secret black 
jail system… it’s hard to remember they are but dust. 
As Nate Schoen shared, when a Yao person in Mozambique becomes a Christian it 
comes at great cost for business and family. People won’t trade with non-Muslims. 
Family will disown you and demand your wife and children back off you. I’m sure for 
the Yao Christians it’s hard to remember they are but dust. 
For all of us around the world religious freedom is disappearing. The nations are 
dictating what we can and can’t believe. Two weeks ago Peter Adam a retired 
Anglican minister from Melbourne told a group of younger ministers from our 
Diocese that he expects persecution will come to Christians in Australia. Probably not 
in his time, he said smiling, but definitely in our children’s time. I hope he’s wrong, 
but with how fast things have changed even in the last 10 years, I suspect he’s right… 
it’s hard to remember the nations around us are but dust. 

In chapters 41–43, Isaiah comforts us; God is bringing justice to the world. And 
God’s justice will come in a most unexpected way. 

 
1. Do not fear, for I am with you (Isaiah 41:1–29) 

When Isaiah’s prophecy was first read to God’s people Israel, they were still in exile 
in Babylon. God had sent the superpower Babylon to destroy Jerusalem – the centre 
of their religion and life – and Babylon took the people north into exile. This was 
punishment for their disobedience. 

Two hundred years later, another superpower is coming toward them. In chapter 41 
we see that God has stirred one up from the east, the islands and nations – that’s 
everyone in the known world - are turning to dust at his sword, this new superpower 
tramples the nations under his feet unscathed. 

We’ll meet that new superpower Cyrus King of Persia next week in chapters 44 to 46. 
For now, God wants his people Israel to not be afraid of this new superpower. 

He doesn’t want them to depend on themselves and their ideas to survive this threat, 
like the nations around them do. In fact, I think God is making fun of how the nations 
respond to this new superpower in verses 5 to 7. 
What do you think? 
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Look at it with me. Chapter 41, verse 5: 
The islands have seen it [that’s the Cyrus taking over the world] and fear; 

 the ends of the earth tremble. 
They approach and come forward;  

  they help each other  
 and say to their companions, “Be strong!”  

 The metalworker encourages the goldsmith, 
 and the one who smooths with the hammer  

 spurs on the one who strikes the anvil. 
One says of the welding, “It is good.” 

 The other nails down the idol so it will not topple. 
Their answer is to help each other, to say to each other ‘Be strong!’ 

It’s the same humanist answer to world problems today. No mention of God. Trusting 
in the goodness and strength of human beings. 

But it’s a joke. It’s like (verse 7) the metalworker and goldsmith coming together to 
bang another nail into their gods so they don’t topple off the table. That’s how flimsy 
it is. 
So God urges his people to not be afraid nor turn to the flimsy foolish answers of our 
world. What are they to cling to instead? 
Verse 8 of chapter 41: 

 “But you, Israel, my servant, 
  Jacob, whom I have chosen, 
  you descendants of Abraham my friend, 
9  I took you from the ends of the earth, 
  from its farthest corners I called you. 
 I said, ‘You are my servant’; 
  I have chosen you and have not rejected you.  
10  So do not fear, for I am with you; 
  do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 
 I will strengthen you and help you; 
  I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
11  “All who rage against you  
  will surely be ashamed and disgraced; 
 those who oppose you  

  will be as nothing and perish. 
Cling to God. The one who has chosen you, the one you serve, the one who is with 
you, will strengthen and help you, the one who will stop those who oppose you. 
God wants his people to turn to him for justice.  
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2. Here is my Servant (Isaiah 42:1–16) 
In chapter 42 we see God’s justice for the world. We meet the perfect Servant who 
will bring everlasting justice to all people. When the nations around you don’t feel 
like dust, when it feels like it’s too much and God isn’t doing enough, this is God’s 
comfort. 
Chapter 42, verse 1: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen one in whom I delight; 
  I will put my Spirit on him, 

  and he will bring justice to the nations. 
This is God’s perfect servant. This is the one at the centre of God’s plan of justice for 
the world. All God’s promises will be fulfilled in him. 
The LORD upholds him, has chosen him and delights in him. God will put his Spirit 
on him. 
The justice he will bring is quite surprising. This Servant won’t bring justice through 
force or military power, look at verses 2–4: 
 He will not shout or cry out, 
  or raise his voice in the streets.  
3  A bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
 In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4   he will not falter or be discouraged  
 till he establishes justice on earth. 

  In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
His justice will come by a gentle means. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice. 
There are hints his justice will be opposed, but he will not falter or be discouraged. 
Another surprise is his justice will come through his teaching (verse 4). The words of 
this Servant will be like no other word heard before. In his teaching the islands will 
put their hope. He will rule by his Word. 

God the Creator who controls all people and history, will take hold of the hand of this 
Servant (verse 6). This is God’s justice, his righteousness, for the world. 

The justice this Servant brings will be a covenant – a promise - for the people and a 
light for the Gentiles. This justice will be for all people, it will start with the Israelites 
but spread to the Gentiles, the whole world, even a little place in Australia called 
Walgett/Colly. 

In fact, the scope of this justice is hard for us to imagine. When we think of justice, 
we think of people getting what they deserve. This is far more than that, it’s universal 
justice. It’s restoring the universe to the good order it once had. 
In verse 7 we see his justice will open eyes that are blind, free captives from prison, 
and release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. The Servant will reverse the 
curse of sin, giving freedom to the sons and daughters of God. He will heal and 
restore. 
It is God’s glory being shown to the world. Verses 8 and 9: 
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 “I am the Lord; that is my name! 
  I will not yield my glory to another 

  or my praise to idols. 
  See, the former things have taken place, 

  and new things I declare; 
 before they spring into being  

  I announce them to you.” 
The right response to God’s justice is praise - a new song - sung to the ends of the 
earth. God’s justice will change the whole world, his glory will be revealed to all. 
In this song of praise, in verses 10 to 17, we see that justice will come at great cost to 
God. He is a warrior who will march out to triumph over his enemies. Verse 14: like a 
woman in childbirth he cries out, gasps, and pants. God is totally committed to the 
welfare of his people, even though they are blind and in dark places, he will not 
forsake them. 

This justice is wide and deep, but it’s also very personal. God takes justice personal. 
 

3. God’s servant Israel remains hard hearted (Isaiah 42:17–43:28) 
But, tragically, despite who God is and what he is doing, there will be people who 
depend on themselves and their ideas. They will be turned back in utter shame (verse 
17). Even more tragic, it’s the people of God who will be turned back in utter shame. 

In chapter 42 verse 19 we meet another servant. This servant is in stark contrast to 
God’s perfect Servant. This servant is deaf, blind, pays no attention to God, his ears 
are shut, plundered, looted, trapped in pits, hidden in prisons. This servant is God’s 
people Israel. 

Would you believe this, verse 25: not even the punishment of exile in Babylon (the 
burning anger, the violence of war) was enough to turn them to him?! They did not 
take it to heart. 
And that’s the way it’s always been with God’s people. Jump ahead to the end of 
chapter 43 with me. Chapter 43, verse 25: 
 “I, even I, am he who blots out  
  your transgressions, for my own sake, 
  and remembers your sins no more. 
26  Review the past for me, 
  let us argue the matter together; 
  state the case for your innocence.  
27  Your first father sinned; 
  those I sent to teach you rebelled against me.  
28  So I disgraced the dignitaries of your temple; 
  I consigned Jacob to destruction  
  and Israel to scorn. 

From their first father Jacob, and all their leaders since, they have rebelled. God has 
blotted out their transgressions and forgiven their sins, but enough is enough. God 
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sent destruction and scorn to break their hard hearts, but not even that could stop their 
rebellion. So God’s forgiveness must come from himself, deep within himself. 

 
4. Jesus is God’s faithful Servant (Matthew 3:16–17; 12:9–23) 

God’s plan of salvation had to come through his Servant Jesus, his beloved Son. The 
one whom God put his Spirit on him and said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.’ 
Jesus is God’s justice for the world. Jesus is the one who came from Israel, but was all 
that his people were meant to be. Matthew’s Gospel calls Jesus the new and true 
Israel. 

The one who healed and restored. The hope of the nations. 
The one who didn’t bring justice into the world through military strength, but was a 
warrior who faithfully gave his life on the Cross to take the sins of his people. This 
came at great cost to God. He did not falter and wasn’t discouraged, he obeyed God 
all the way. 
His teaching, his word, brings justice. 

The answers our world gives for justice miss the heart of the problem. The heart of 
the problem is the human heart. We don’t want to admit how deep the problem of 
justice is. It’s you, it’s me. Human hearts that rebel against God can never establish or 
live in the order God created in our world. True justice requires God himself to 
restore us and our world through his Son the Servant Jesus. 
Jesus is the hope of the nations, the light to the world. Jesus is God’s Servant, and so 
we need to let him serve us as he brings his justice to earth. ‘Here is my Servant’ says 
God. 

God wants us to lift our eyes to him, and see the glory of what he has done in his 
Servant. To rejoice and praise him. To let him serve us and sweep us up into his plan 
of justice to the ends of the world, a whole new world. 
Will you join me in asking that more people in our town, our world, will let God’s 
Servant serve them? 
 

Lord God, thank you for your glorious plan of justice to the world. Please help us to 
have a greater appreciation of your Servant – our Lord Jesus - and his justice. Help us 
to rejoice and praise you for your glory. Please, help us to allow him to serve us. Help 
us to not trust in ourselves and our ideas, but instead your perfect Servant. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 

 


