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Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! 
Isaiah 1:1–2:5 
9am Walgett and 3.30pm Colly Sunday 13 September 2015 
 

Jumbo jets flying overhead is a normal part of living in Sydney. Landing at Sydney 
airport or taking off to some exciting place in the world. Often, especially on hard 
days, I’d wonder where it was going, where the people were off too. And I’d think 
how nice it would be on that plane going somewhere else in the world. 

Have you ever done that? 
Maybe in a similar way you’ve looked at the birds of the air, and thought how nice it 
would be to fly above it all. Soaring up high above it all. 
Isaiah says that those who hope in the LORD will soar on wings like eagles (40:31). 
Isaiah invites us to fly on eagle’s wings as he soars above to see a bird’s eye view of 
the big picture from this world to the next. The flight he wants to take us on will give 
us God’s perspective on everything, the big picture of how things really are. This 
flight on eagle’s wings is the birthright of all God’s children. 

Chapter one is the introduction so we get a snapshot of the whole vision; a bird’s eye 
view from this broken world to the new heavens and new earth. 

 
1. The Lord has spoken (1:1–2) 

Firstly, whose vision is this? 
We are told this is a vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz 
saw. Isaiah’s prophecy is visionary literature. He speaks about people, places, and 
events that were known to his first hearers in 8th Century Palestine, but he transforms 
that known world into a situation that could only be imagined at the time. 
It’s a vision Isaiah the prophet had, but more importantly we’re told in verse 2: 

Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! For the LORD has spoken 
All things all people are told to listen, because the LORD has spoken. This is the 
word of the Lord. We’ll see how powerful his word is as it transforms the heavens 
and earth to a new heaven and earth. Isaiah starts by calling the heavens and earth to 
listen, and finishes by describing the heavens and earth transformed by the Lord’s 
mighty word. 

Isaiah will take us on a flight above it all. We need to be ready to zoom in and out: 
zooming in on what was happening in 8th Century Palestine where Isaiah lived, 
zooming out to the big picture of God’s vision from this world to the next – the home 
we are heading to, and then zooming in to Walgett/Colly… what that vision means for 
us in 21st Century Australia. 
 

2. God’s children have rebelled (1:2–17) 
Let’s hear the Word of the Lord now. Warning, it’s tragic. Verse 2: 

“I reared children and brought them up, 
  but they have rebelled against me.  
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3  The ox knows its master, 
  the donkey its owner’s manger, 

 but Israel does not know, 
  my people do not understand.”  

4  Woe to the sinful nation, 
  a people whose guilt is great, 

 a brood of evildoers, 
  children given to corruption! 

 They have forsaken the LORD; 
  they have spurned the Holy One of Israel  

  and turned their backs on him. 
Damning words against God’s people Israel, aren’t they!? 

Rebellion, dumber than a donkey, no understanding, sinful, guilt, brood of evil-doers, 
corrupt, forsaken, spurned, turned their backs on God… later he calls them Sodom 
and Gomorrah, the notorious cities who offended God to no end. 
Not the character reference you would want on your resume, is it? 

Not the epitaph you would want written on your grave-stone, is it? 
This is the bird’s eye view of God’s people. How it really is. The scary thing is, I 
suspect Israel wouldn’t have seen there being a problem, that’s how deluded they 
were. 

Even their worship of God is bogus. We need to listen carefully to this, because it 
seems you can be very religious, yet very hated by God. 

Come to verse 10 with me: 
Hear the word of the LORD, 

  you rulers of Sodom; 
 listen to the instruction of our God, 

  you people of Gomorrah! 
11  “The multitude of your sacrifices— 

  what are they to me?” says the LORD. 
 “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 

  of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 
 I have no pleasure 

  in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 
12  When you come to appear before me, 

  who has asked this of you, 
  this trampling of my courts?  

13  Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
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  Your incense is detestable to me. 
 New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations— 

  I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.  
14  Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals 

  I hate with all my being. 
 They have become a burden to me; 

  I am weary of bearing them.  
15  When you spread out your hands in prayer, 

  I hide my eyes from you; 
 even when you offer many prayers, 

  I am not listening. 
God’s people were going through the motions of religion, turning up to church each 
Sunday saying the creeds, singing the songs, praying the prayers…. but God calls 
their meetings ‘empty, hollow, worthless.’ Even worse, God is not listening to their 
prayers. He is burdened by them. 
The problem is they come to church each Sunday and walk out the same way they 
walked in. With no change! 
In, out… in, out… no difference at all! 

Because the other 6 days of the week they made a mockery of God. Look at verse 16: 
Wash and make yourselves clean. 

  Take your evil deeds out of my sight; 
  stop doing wrong. 

17  Learn to do right; seek justice. 
  Defend the oppressed.  

 Take up the cause of the fatherless; 
  plead the case of the widow. 

Even though Isaiah’s vision is the bird’s eye view of life, it doesn’t mean he has no 
concern for earthly matters. In fact, it’s his vision of the future that stirs and 
strengthens him to speak out against the injustices of his day. True religion isn’t an 
escape from reality, it shapes every moment of life. 

Knowing our God cares for the oppressed, the fatherless, the widow, means we also 
need a special interest in the injustices that surround us. 

This is where I have a love-hate relationship with the OT prophets, especially Isaiah. 
They are a lone voice that is courageous, counter-cultural, calling God’s people to act 
against injustices. 
Isaiah’s vision is going to be a call for us to think hard about the social injustices 
around us, and the impact our lives have on others. That’s not easy, it’s so easy to 
blend in with the culture around us like chameleons, isn’t it?! 
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My prayer is that we consider the way we live in Walgett/Colly and the wider world. 
What food we buy, where we shop and the effect that has on others in Walgett and the 
wider world; how we speak of others in our town, especially those ‘us and them’ 
conversations, who we hang out with (will we just hang out with those like us, or 
make the hard choice to befriend those not like us?); and even why we are here in 
Walgett – is it for the good of others, or is it for our own gain, our own comfort or 
even our own future comfort? 
Or when those hot topics of same-sex marriage and Australia’s asylum seeker policies 
come up at work or amongst friends, will we be counter-cultural and speak for the 
oppressed, the fatherless, and widow? ... or just blend in? 

Isaiah’s vision will mean we have to think hard about our impact on others in daily 
life. Because turning a blind-eye on injustices is a sign that we have turned from God. 

Are you ready for this? 
I’m looking forward to it, but we’ll have to do some hard work together, so that we 
don’t make the mistakes of God’s rebellious children. 
 

3. ‘Come now let us settle the matter’ (1:18–20) 
God’s children have rebelled, but there is a gracious offer… before it’s too late. 

Verse 18: 
“Come now, let us settle the matter,” 

  says the LORD. 
 “Though your sins are like scarlet, 

  they shall be as white as snow; 
 though they are red as crimson, 

  they shall be like wool. 
19  If you are willing and obedient, 

  you will eat the good things of the land; 
20  but if you resist and rebel, 

  you will be devoured by the sword.” 
    For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

God presents an ultimatum. Their sins are as red as crimson, the colour of blood. This 
has reached a crisis. Yet grace intervenes. God graciously offers a pardon, the 
forgiveness of their sin. He offers to wash them as white as snow. 
God freely offers what they have tried to achieve through their religious manipulation. 
All they need to do is repent from their rebellion. Otherwise, total destruction will 
come. 

It’s a choice of eat the good things of the land (v.19), or be eaten by the sword (v.20). 
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4. ‘I will vent my wrath’ (1:21–31) 
God’s people need to accept this gracious invitation fast, because God’s wrath is 
coming fast. We don’t like to think of God as angry, with wrath, but listen to verse 
24: 

Therefore the Lord, the LORD Almighty, 
  the Mighty One of Israel, declares: 

 “Ah! I will vent my wrath on my foes  
  and avenge myself on my enemies. 

25  I will turn my hand against you;  
  I will thoroughly purge away your dross 

  and remove all your impurities. 
26  I will restore your leaders as in days of old, 

  your rulers as at the beginning. 
 Afterward you will be called 

  the City of Righteousness, 
  the Faithful City.” 

Judgment on rebellion is coming. What a frightening picture in verse 25… to have 
God turn his hand against you! 

Through judgment and punishment, God will purify his people. There will be a 
faithful remnant preserved. Like metal passing through the fiery furnace, God’s 
people will be purified. The dross will be purged away. 
Verse 27: 

Zion will be delivered with justice, 
  her penitent ones with righteousness. 

28  But rebels and sinners will both be broken, 
  and those who forsake the LORD will perish. 

Those who gave lip-service to God, and said they were his, but never truly knew him 
will perish. They along with the things of the world, the things they put their time and 
money into, even the good things that were so noble and impressive by human 
measure, will burn together – with no one to quench the flame. 

Only those who had a personal relationship with the LORD – who walked with the 
LORD each day - will be delivered, with justice and righteousness, and enjoy the new 
heaven and new earth. 
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5. The future of humanity (2:1–5) 
The new heaven and the new earth that Isaiah sees in chapter 2:1–5. 

Even though what Isaiah saw concerns Judah and Jerusalem - a specific nation and 
city in 8th Century BC - the vision reaches the breathtaking scope of all nations and to 
the end of time. This is the bird’s eye view of all history; this is what will happen in 
the ‘last days.’ This is where all of history gets its meaning from. The future that 
Isaiah holds before us is to shape every moment of our life. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are pilgrims on the way to this, our home… 

From the ruins of Jerusalem, God will raise up a new Jerusalem where he will meet 
his people, gather them from all nations, teach them, be with them, speak to them, and 
there will be peace in the light of the LORD. 
 

To use another metaphor, Isaiah is pulling the curtains back so that the light shines 
into our darkness so that we can see outside to the real world beyond what we see 
here and now. 
We need that don’t we? 

As humans we are so short-sighted, so parochial about out little world, so forgetful, 
and so easily distracted. 

Isaiah’s message for his people will be ‘Don’t be distracted by the world events 
around you, all the changes around you, kingdoms will come and go, powerful rulers 
will come and go, people will ask you to put your confidence in them and the wisdom 
and riches of this world… don’t buy the lie, keep your eyes on Judah and Jerusalem!’ 

More so, keep your eyes on God’s messiah who will come from Jerusalem, the one 
who will wash our sins as white as snow. 

Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
Live by this vision, the reality of how things really are! 

Get excited by this vision. There is nothing more exciting and significant. 
Make sure what matters to you is what matters to God. Not just on Sunday from 9-
10am, but every moment of life. True religion isn’t an escape from reality, or about 
rituals, it’s a life that glorifies and honours God in every way. 

 
Let’s ask for his help to do that now. 

Prayer: Lord God, we thank you for your Word to us. Give us ears to hear what you 
say through Isaiah’s vision. Help us to repent and obey your Word. Please transform 
us, so that we live under your vision here in Walgett/Colly. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 


