
Don’t waste your death! 
Acts 6:8–8:3 

Those who follow in the steps of Jesus will follow in the steps of suffering. As we are 
about to see in the next section of Acts, this is nothing new. Following God has 
always brought suffering from others who don’t believe in his Word… at times this is 
from those closest to us, or those we would not expect it from. 

In the reading that follows, I don’t think Luke has written to encourage us to get killed 
for Jesus! Rather, it’s an example of how to suffer well; how to suffer like Jesus. And 
for some of us that may mean death. But again, this passage will show that even if 
that’s the case we have nothing to fear… our death won’t be wasted or in vain. 

Before we read the passage, one last comment is to note how Stephen is prepared to 
give the reason for the hope he has in Jesus. Remember Stephen was one of the seven 
chosen to serve the church in distributing food to the needy. All of us need to be 
ready! 

>> read Acts 6:8–8:3 
Stephen’s speech shows there has always been resistance to the Word of God. Even 
when Jesus came there was resistance to the Word and resulted in his death. 
Months after Jesus’ death, Stephen calls the religious leaders ‘stiff-necked, with 
uncircumcised hearts and ears. You are just like your fathers: You always resist the 
Holy Spirit!’ 

I take it he means they have the Word of God but it makes no difference in their life. 
These religious leaders would have known the Old Testament ‘inside out’ but it had 
no inner effect on them. That’s a real warning for us all that we don’t just know the 
Bible but are changed by it as we hear it. 

On hearing that, the religious leaders set out to kill Stephen. 
Stephen’s response to their persecution is very similar to Jesus’. He keeps his eyes on 
heaven where he is going, he prays to God committing his spirit to him, and then 
prays for forgiveness for those who kill him. He died expressing his faith in Jesus and 
love for others. It must be said he didn’t waste his death! 
Stephen certainly suffered unjustly. He was let down by the authorities and courts… 
they accepted false witness against him. This wasn’t fair. But similar to Jesus, he 
cared more for others hearing the truth of the gospel than his own comfort and safety. 

Rather than retaliate with anger or vengeance, Stephen prayed for their forgiveness. 
He knew that God is powerful enough to transform even people hard-hearted to the 
Holy Spirit. And I’m sure the way Stephen was prepared to die for Jesus would have 
played on the minds of his murderers for the rest of their lives. 

The death of Stephen was a big turning point for the church, and we ought to be 
thankful for his death. You see, the persecution grew against the whole church in 
Jerusalem forcing many disciples to flee Jerusalem. That scattered the disciples and in 
doing so took the Word of God further abroad. Persecution doesn’t stop the Word of 
God going forward, but history shows it actually has the opposite effect. Persecution 
leads to spread of the Word of God, and with it more people believing.  

Stephen’s death is an encouragement to us when we suffer for the name of Jesus. It’s 
an example of how to suffer well when we are sharing the good news of Jesus at 



home, work, footy, even at church. Let’s keep our eyes on Jesus, not sinning but 
praying for the forgiveness of those who persecute us, and entrusting ourselves to 
God who is the just judge. 
And remember those words of the Apostle Peter (1 Peter 2:21–25): 

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps. 

 “He committed no sin, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made 
no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. “He himself bore 
our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep 
going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls. 

Amen. 


