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Keep on track! 
Acts 6:1–7 

It’s easy to get distracted in life. It’s not just procrastination, often it’s good things 
that distract us from what we are meant to be doing. 

A quick shop at the supermarket turns out to be longer and more expensive as we see 
things we didn’t intend to buy… another reason shopping lists are so useful! 

Even at home, our ‘to do’ list only gets longer because we see urgent things to do. 
The urgent gets in the way of the important. 

Even in business, studies have shown that successful and lasting businesses are the 
ones that aren’t distracted by the latest gimmick or keeping up with others… 
businesses that grow are ones that stick to their mission statement. 
Today in our Bible reading from Acts, we see the early church were getting distracted 
and so need to come up with a way to keep on track. 
You might remember when we last looked at Acts, Jesus told his disciples (Acts 1:8) 
‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

That’s the mission statement, or goal, of the church. To witness, or talk about, Jesus 
and the salvation he offers. 

The early church were being distracted from this because the task of sharing food 
evenly was getting in the way of the core business. In some ways, it was a good 
problem to have… the church was growing so fast they had to make sure everyone 
had enough food. But to make sure the church kept growing, something had to be 
done. 
So (verse 2): the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be 
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 
Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of 
the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

Do you see what their priority is? 
The priority of the early Christians, and our priority today, must be ‘the ministry of 
the word of God […] and prayer’. The ministry of the Word must continue 
unhindered.  

It’s so easy for other things to get in the way of our core business. 
History shows that many churches have been distracted and “lost the plot” by 
forgetting what they exist for. Things like caring for the poor, fetes and fundraising, 
serving the community with charitable acts, and maintaining the church building, 
have got in the way of what the church actually exists for. 
Now notice, the early church in Acts didn’t neglect caring for one another. They 
chose a group of people to look after the daily distribution of food, so that others 
could be completely unhindered and undistracted from sharing and teaching the Bible. 

The early church knew that their priority had to be talking about Jesus from the Bible. 
Or as we say in our church, ‘Introducing people to Jesus and helping them home to 
heaven.’ 
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And in verse 7, see what happens as a result!? 
So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, 
and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 
As the Word of God goes out, the church grows. People believed the Word of God, 
and their lives were transformed by it. Even priests who were leaders in stopping the 
gospel of Jesus were being changed by the Word. Look out, when the word of God 
goes forward unhindered anyone can be changed! 
Jesus’ command at the start of Acts still stands for us today: 

‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 
(Acts 1:8) 
Jesus has us here in Walgett/Colly to be witnesses to him. That’s our priority as a 
church. That’s why we have as our mission statement: ‘Introducing people to Jesus 
and helping them home to heaven.’ 

As a new year is about to begin, what are ways we can keep on track? 
Let’s make sure we are all reading the Word of God, get to know Jesus better through 
his Word. If we don’t know the Word of God, then we won’t be able to share it! 
Pray for the spread of the Word, so that more people are introduced to Jesus. 

Remember, many things we do are good but are not the most important. We exist for 
the ministry of the Word. The question we need to keep asking ourselves is: ‘How 
does this “Introduce people to Jesus and help them home to heaven.”’ If it doesn’t 
then it’s worth us asking then why are we doing it? Or how can we do it in a way that 
ensures people hear the Word about Jesus?! 
As a new year begins, set your priorities for 2015. Don’t let the urgent get in the way 
of the important. What are ways you can help our church continue the ministry of the 
word unhindered? 

Are there ways you could be serving so that others (for example, the minister!) are 
freed up for teaching and sharing the word of God? 

…perhaps cleaning and maintaining our buildings, banking the offertory each week, 
administration and paperwork for the church, searching our burial and baptism 
records when enquires are made, putting our drought hampers together, making a 
meal for someone who is sick or just having a hard time… 

There is certainly no shortage of things to do in our church family – there’s something 
for everyone to do - so let’s all be praying for how we can help the ministry of the 
Word go forward unhindered so that more people join God’s family for eternity.  
Let’s pray for that now. 

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, we thank you for your Word that speaks to us, changes 
us, and brings life to us. Thank you for those who brought your Word to us. Please 
use us to spread your Word in our district and to the ends of the earth, so that more 
people are introduced to Jesus and helped home to heaven. Help us all to prayerfully 
consider how we can serve so that the Word of God goes forward unhindered. Amen. 


