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A Word from home. 
Psalm 119:17–24 
9am Walgett and 3.30pm Colly 22 September 2013 
 

One of the worse feelings is being homesick. 
Whether it be the school kid with their head buried in their pillow as they cry themself 
to sleep on their first school camp away from home (that’s Tory’s worse experience 
of being homesick anyway!). 

The job that takes you away from home more nights than you’d like. You feel like 
you are seeing more of your suitcase than your children. 

Whether it be the backpacker across the other side of the world having fun with new 
experiences but deep down wishing they were home, or at least experiencing this with 
loved ones. 
Or the soldier away at war writing letters to his loved ones at home. 

It’s the feeling of missing loved ones. Missing familiar sights, smells, sounds, 
laughter, and experiences or special family occasions. Longing for the sense of 
belonging and having a place where you feel safe and secure. Perhaps even the feeling 
of not knowing what tomorrow holds and so just wanting to get out of here. 

The Christian will always be homesick. We don’t belong here. 
Today as we continue in Psalm 119 we see that the psalmist is homesick. He’s not 
writing this from an ivory tower. He is living in a hostile world, in the midst of 
persecution and pressure. 

 
1. The servant’s prayer (verses 17–19) 

And so as we come to the next stanza of Psalm 119, this is a prayer to live (verse 17): 
Do good to your servant, and I will live; 

I will obey your word. 
To live is to serve. The psalmist knows that the grand purpose of life is to serve the 
LORD. To keep his word and walk in his way. So he prays that he might serve with 
all his strength. That’s the way to the ‘blessing’ we met in verses 1 and 2 of the 
psalm. This is what life is all about. 
And so the psalmist knows that he is God’s servant. He belongs to the LORD. It’s 
interesting that of the thirteen times the psalmist uses this title ‘servant’, nine times it 
is in the context of persecution and pressure. The tougher the times get, the more 
precious this title and relationship with God become. 
Now we see how God does good to his servant in verse 18: he opens his eyes to his 
word. To serve he needs his eyes opened. 
What is it he wants to see? 

Verse 18: Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. 
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The wonders in his word are God’s acts of rescue, provision, and protection… the 
Exodus, the crossing of the Red Sea, and his provision for his people in the 
wilderness. These first happened by God speaking his word, and are now recorded in 
his word. The psalmist wants to see that the same God who rescued in the past will 
rescue again. The LORD who acted in grace and steadfast love in the past, is the same 
LORD today. 

And to see this, he needs the veil to be rolled back from his eyes. He needs his eyes 
opened to see the unseen God who will rescue him. This is seen in his word. The veil 
over his eyes, and over ours, is only rolled back when we hope and trust in Christ. 
Listen to what the Apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3:12–14: 

“Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. We are not like Moses, who 
would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the 
radiance was fading away. But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same 
veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in 
Christ is it taken away.” 
The veil is only taken away by Jesus Christ. It was the same for the psalmist, and is 
the same for us today. 
The psalmist prays for his eyes to be opened because he doesn’t belong here on earth. 
He is passing through. This isn’t home. He seeks that which is to come. He looks for a 
better home, the new heaven and earth to come. 

Listen to Psalm 119 verse 19: 
I am a stranger on earth; 

do not hide your commands from me. 
It’s easy to forget that we don’t belong here. This earth is very visible and tangible. 
Yet, our life on this earth is a pebble on the road to Perth –it’s insignificant in the 
scheme of things. So we need our eyes opened to the word of God. Only in the word 
of God can we see the world to come, the city with foundations, the kingdom that 
cannot be shaken. 

I live in a house; but that house is not my home. I have a human family; but that 
family is not finally where I belong. I own possessions; yet those possessions are 
travelling luggage. Only the written word of God tells me there are many rooms in my 
Father’s house (John 14:2). 

I need my eyes opened in wonder to the word so that I can walk the way of the word. 
 

‘Open my eyes that I may see’ 
I want us to press ‘pause’ for a moment to think about the implications of needing our 
eyes opened by God. 
You see, the Bible is different to any other book. We don’t just pick it up, read the 
words, get its meaning, and understand what the author meant for us. If that were the 
case any intelligent person who picked up the Bible and read it would become a 
Christian – which certainly isn’t the case. 
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The problem is we are all sinners and so need God to open our eyes. We can’t 
understand the Bible without the Spirit of God who inspired it, because the purpose of 
the Bible is to draw us and keep us in fellowship with God. The meaning of the Word 
of God has to be unlocked by the author. So we need to come to God’s word as those 
who love him, and we need to come in humble dependance on him. 
We must never be arrogant in coming to Church or Bible study, thinking: ‘I know this 
passage, I have done this one before.’ We always need God to open our eyes to 
understand, and so are always dependant on God. That means we have to come to 
church or Bible study with humility, ready to sit under the authority of God. The 
beauty of this is that it wonderfully draws us into relationship with God. God is 
present with us as we read his word. 
The wonder in God’s Word comes as sparks jump from the page into our hearts. As 
we read of Jesus raising the dead the sparks have to jump from the pages of Scripture 
into our hearts so that we grasp he has the power to raise my body on the last day. It’s 
not just about something in the past, it’s about God being able to rescue us in the 
present. That’s the wonder we see in the Bible as God opens our eyes. And so we 
must pray asking God to open our eyes every time we come to read the Bible, 
otherwise we won’t see the wonder and nothing will change in our hearts. 

 
2. Pressure and persecution (verses 20–24) 

Moving on, the psalmist has said he is ‘a stranger on earth,’ and now we see how he 
experiences that, in verses 20 to 24. 

The psalmist knows that because he serves God he is surrounded by the ‘arrogant’ – 
the ones who stray from God’s commands (verse 21); people who scorn him and 
show contempt at him keeping God’s ways (verse 22); and those rulers – those people 
of importance - slandering him (verse 23). 

Anyone who walks God’s way is in for a rough road. Jesus certainly walked a rough 
road on earth, and so as we follow him we shouldn’t expect anything less. We will be 
despised, scorned and troubled by men and women who don’t walk God’s way. The 
moment we direct our life to wholeheartedly go the way of God’s word, is the 
moment we make enemies. Our enemies are those who don’t walk God’s way. 
If you are walking the way of God, I’m sure you’ve experienced it yourself… 

‘You believe that rubbish do you? No one believes that anymore.’ 
‘If you’re gonna work here I don’t want to hear anything about that Jesus!’ 

‘Bible basher, fundamentalist!’ 
…or the cold shoulder of being cut off from the in-group, or even passed over at 
work. 
But through all the persecution and pressure of living in this world, did you see where 
the psalmist turns? 
He doesn’t turn to join the crowd to escape the persecution and pressure. In verse 23: 

…your servant will meditate on your decrees. 
He turns to the word of God. And he meditates on it. 
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This word gives him wisdom. The word opens his eyes to what lasts and is really 
worth fearing. It exposes the fragile nature of this age with its power and pretension. 
It’s in Scripture he finds solace in the loneliness of this world. 
The word ties us to reality, to the age to come. Because in the word of God we see the 
wonders of God’s rescue in the past. We are assured these are anticipations of his 
rescue in the future, the redemption of our bodies. 

So the psalmist’s soul longs - it aches - for God’s judgment at all times (verse 20). 
He longs for the reality that God’ word points to. He knows that God has acted in 
judgment against all wrong in this world – the suffering, persecution, pressure and 
threats against God’s people in this world. One day God’s judgment will be final and 
irreversible and solid in our present experience. But until then there is a long journey. 
The Word of God is our lifeline. It is to counsel and guide us until we are home. 

And so what I think we see here is a process: I am drawn by the grace of God to see 
him and walk in the way of his word. The world begins to oppose me, to scorn me, to 
plot against me. And so as I read his word I pray with all my heart for God to open 
my eyes to understand it.  For these words are my only reliable counselor. 

The process of hostility is turned by God into a pressure that squeezes me closer to 
the God I seek. 

 
Draw near to God! 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, draw near to God! You’re not at home yet. You will 
always feel like a stranger in this world. You don’t belong here. Don’t lose sight of 
that truth. 
The things of this world often feel more real or significant because we see them and 
experience them every day. But the reality is this world is here today gone tomorrow. 
It’s a pebble on the road to Perth – blink and you’ll miss it. 

The reality is in God’s word. Ask him to open your eyes so that you know the wonder 
of his salvation in Jesus Christ. So that as you read and hear the Bible, the sparks 
jump from the page into your heart bringing the truth to life by his Holy Spirit. 
How you respond to the Word of God in these few years on earth will decide where 
you spend eternity. So cling to his word in trust and obedience. Serve God with all of 
your heart every day you have on this earth. 

Keep your eyes on Jesus Christ. He too walked this earth and was surrounded by 
enemies. He is the model for the believer in every age. Walk with him. 

 
Let’s pray. 

Prayer: Lord God, open our eyes to see wonderful things in your law. Give us insight 
into reality. Help us to keep our eyes on the sure hope of heaven. Help us to walk 
your way to home. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 


